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SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OF GOLDA MEIR'S PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
STRASBOURG 

1. SUMMARY. AT HER PRESS CONFERENCE IN STRASBOURG ON 
OCTOBER 2, ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER GOLDA MEIR CONTINUED 

TO HAMMER ON THE VIENNA INCIDENT TAKING A STRONG CRITICAL 
LINE ON THE AUSTRIAN DECISION AS SHE HAD THE DAY BEFORE TO 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARIANS AT THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. SHE ALSO 
AMPLIFIED HER EARLIER REMARKS ON ISRAELI POSITIONS VIS-A-VIS 
THE ARABS AND TREATED SEVERAL ISSUES NOT TOUCHED BEFORE 
THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY. PRESS REPORTS TO THE CONTRARY, 
HOWEVER, LOCAL OBSERVERS SAY THAT SHE DID NOT CONCIOUSLY 
HINT AT A NEW US INITIATIVE IN THE WAKE OF THE VIENNA 
EVENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AMPLIFYING HER EARLIER REMARKS, MRS. MEIR SUGGESTED 
THAT JORDAN WAS THE LOGICAL PLACE FOR PALESTINIANS TO 
LOCATE AND THAT JORDAN COULD ITSELF BECOME THE NUCLEOUS 
OF A PALESTINIAN STATE, WHATEVER NAME THE ARABS MAY DECIDE 
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TO GIVE IT. REGARDING THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, SHE SAID 
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THAT PRESENT GOVERNMENT POLICY IS TO STRICTLY CONTROL THE 
OWNERSHIP AND PURCHASE OF LAND. ON EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE 
A SETTLEMENT, SHE STRESSED THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION, FAVORING THE FORMER, AND, CITING 
THE AMERICAN EXPRESSION DO IT YOURSELF , SHE CALLED 
FOR A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE MIDDLE EAST BY THOSE 
LIVING THERE. 

3. IN REPLY TO PERSISTENT QUESTIONS, ON THE DELICATE ISSUE 

OF FRENCH ATTITUDES TOWARDS TERRORISM AND ISRAEL, MRS. MEIR 
NOTED THAT RELATIONS WITH FRANCE HAD BEEN BETTER IN THE 
PAST. SHE WAS HOPEFUL THEY WOULD IMPROVE AND THAT FRANCE 
WOULD APPROACH THE MIDDLE EAST WITH 'GREATER OBJECTIVITY". 
IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ON WHY SHE WAS NOT STOPPING IN 
PARIS, MRS. MEIR COMMENTED THAT THIS HAD ALSO BEEN THE CASE 
DURING HER VISIT TO FRANCE IN MAY AND THAT IT WAS, OF COURSE, 
THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO INVITE OFFICIALLY 
TO FRANCE WHOMEVER THEY PLEASED. 

4. REGARDING THE VIENNA INCIDENT, MRS. MEIR STATED THAT 
THERE WAS "NO PROOF" THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS INVOLVED. 

IN REPLY TO A SOMEWHAT LOADED QUESTION FROM TERRENCE SMITH 
(NYTIMES) REGARDING US INVOLVMENT, THE PRIME MINISTER 
REPLIED EMPHATICALLY THAT SHE DID NOT KNOW OF ANY SUCH 
INVOLVEMENT. SHE ALLOWED. HOWEVER, THAT THERE MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN COMMUNICATIONS OF WHICH SHE WAS NOT AWARE. SHE ALSO 
POINTED OUT THAT, WHILE ISRAEL WOULD BE HAPPY WITH DIRECT 
FLIGHTS FOR SOVIET JEWS BETWEEN THE USSR AND ISRAEL, THIS 
DEPENDED UPON THE USSR.WOODS 
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